PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR’S CERTIFICATION

PI Name:           

 FORMTEXT 

Project Title: 
This form must be signed by the Principal Investigator.  Submit one copy only with your completed IACUC application.
The IACUC is charged with carrying out the regulations of the federal government’s Animal Welfare Act governing the care and use of animals in research and instruction. The Act stipulates that:

· PIs must give written assurance that the activities do not unnecessarily duplicate previous experiments; 

· Procedures involving animals must avoid or minimize pain, discomfort, and distress to the animals; 

· PIs must consider alternatives to procedures that cause more than momentary or slight pain or distress to the animals and give a written description of methods used to search for alternatives are not available; and

· Paralytic agents cannot be used in unanesthetized animals.

Accordingly, the applicant is required to read the information below and sign the certification.  UCSF policy states that the applicant must be a member of the faculty holding Principal Investigator status.

BY SIGNING BELOW, I CERTIFY THE FOLLOWING:

1. I am thoroughly familiar with the literature in the field of research proposed in this application, and I determined that the research does not unnecessarily duplicate experiments, that appropriate non-animal models are not available to fully replace animals, and that the research must be conducted on living animals.

2. I will abide by all UCSF policies, guidelines, and procedures regulating the use of animals in research and instruction, by the provisions of the National Research Council Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, and by all other applicable laws, policies, and regulations governing the use of animals in research and instruction.

3. I will supervise all experiments involving live animals. I will ensure that all listed participants are qualified and authorized to conduct procedures involving animals under this protocol, that they have attended the UCSF required investigator training course and have received training in the following: the biology, handling and care of the involved species; aseptic surgical methods and techniques (if necessary), post procedural management, and euthanasia; the concept, availability and use of research testing methods that limit the use of animals or minimize distress; the proper use of anesthetics, analgesics, and tranquilizers (if necessary); and procedures for reporting animal welfare concerns. I will ensure that individuals who are not listed in this application do not participate in the experiments involving animals.

4. All listed personnel will read this Application to Use Vertebrate Animals in Research or Instruction after it has been approved by the IACUC and before undertaking any procedures on laboratory animals.

5. For all Category B and C procedures, I certify that I have reviewed the pertinent scientific literature and the sources and/or databases as noted in Section 2.C.3, and that I found no valid alternative to any procedures described herein that may cause more than momentary pain or distress, whether it is relieved or not. 

6. I will request in writing and receive written approval from the IACUC for any modification to this protocol prior to its implementation.

7. Survival surgery will be performed using standard aseptic procedures.

8. LARC clinical veterinary staff will be consulted as needed to ensure satisfactory veterinary care.

9. If I, or my designated alternates, cannot be contacted and animals in this project show evidence of illness or pain, emergency care, including euthanasia, may be administered at the discretion of the LARC veterinary staff.

10. I will notify the IACUC regarding any unexpected study results that impact animal health. Any unanticipated pain or distress, morbidity or mortality will be reported to the attending veterinarian and the IACUC.

11. This application meets all animal use and care requirements of the funding agencies asked to support the research.

12. DHHS policy requires that the institution certify to the government that the IACUC protocols are appropriately matched to federal grant applications.  I certify that procedures on experimental animals that are described in this IACUC protocol accurately reflect those described in the funding applications/awards (listed in the Project Funding Source(s) section of this IACUC application).
13. If I leave the University during my study approval period, I will either terminate my study by submitting a written request to the IACUC or transfer my study to another eligible PI. If I transfer my study, this request will include both my signature and the signature of the new PI.

14. I certify that this application has received departmental review or has been or will be reviewed by a funding agency (NIH or a IACUC Approved Funding Agency) and found to be scientifically meritorious.

Certification of Principal Investigator

I will comply with the provisions of the Principal Investigator's Certification.

Signature:      
Date:      
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